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Choral Society marks 5 years of song

T pm. Saturday, Fab. 12. The evening
includes silant awction, raffie and
dessert reception. Undtarian Church of
Evanston, 30 Ridge Ave. Advance
tickets 522, senior 520, student $12 at
door 525, 522 and 515, (T73) 956-8400
o7 visil wwwnorihehorechoralom.

By DOROTHY ANDRIES
Caontributor

The North Shore Choral
Soeciety’s diamond anniver-
sary program will bea
sweeping retrospective of
the organization’s 75 years.
“We have a piece from each
decade,” said music direc-
tor Julia Davids. “We were
lucky. The society kept
great records, so [ was able
to create a wonderful
| Dravids, who lives in

Skokie, is in her second
year as musie director of
the To-year-old, 140-volce
community ensemble, and
she dizcovered many ireas-
ures digging through
thres-guarters of a
eentury's worth of pro-
prams, “We're opening the
concert with Randall
Thompson's ‘Allelulia,
which we've sung nine
times,” she explained, “and
we are doing two works
that were commissioned
for the 50th anniversary of
the choral society, *

The atth anniversary
pieces include the sixth
movement of “The Geome-
try of Music™ by Donald
Draganski of Evanston,
who sang for a time for the
chorus and wrote its
program notes for 25 years,
and the Epilogue from "A
Reason for Singing”
written by the late Dan
Tucker, also of Evanston.

Singing aleng

Anne Heider, director of
choral ensembles at Roo-
sevelt University where she

Worth Shore Choral Society today. | Photo by Rohert J, Dowey

Tnn Morth Ehure Ehnral Society presented & concert in Evansion's Ea nt
Luke's Episcopad Church in May, 1996,

is also an associate profes-
s0r, haz written a piece for
the 75th anniversary. Titled
"Pleasure Tunes My
Tongue,” it was commis-
sioned by David Hunt, a
bass in the chorus, “That’s
going to be a sing-a-long,”
Davids declared, offering
Just encugh information to
stimulate the curiosity of
the society’s fans,

Accompanist will be
Sharon Rich Peterson, who
has accompanied the
singers since 1979,

Distinguished history
A thorough history of the
society from its official
beginning in 1936 to 1995
was written by Inge Kistler
of Evanston. “It took me a
vear to finish it,” explained
Kiztler, who has been
singing alto in the North
Shore Choral Society since
1964, “Fortunately 1 was
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general manager of the
chorus at the time and was
able to connect with past
directors and many people
who ware in the chorus
lomng ago.”

Contact was by regular
mail. “I just sent them
letters." she said, “and [ got
a response from everyone [
could find.” Her enthusi-
aam about the chorus
remains unsbated. "It is
the prime activity in my life
now,” she said, adding
“Most of the things on the
program [ have sung at
least once with the chorus”

Though the chorus
marks its anniversary from
1936, it developed from a
male-only vocal ensemble
established in Winnetka in
the spring of 1932 by
Lawrence Yingling, then
supervisor of music in the
Winnetka schools. By Sep-
tember, however, women

North Shore Choral Society members and distant cousing Jofn Darrow
and Myra Sieck found that their family played an important part in
NSCS's history. | Photo by Lenore Dupuis

had been added and the
first concert was given at
the Winnotka Community
House on Dec. 18 of that
year, which included a
Christmas sing-a-long. Sub-
sequently holiday and
spring concerts wers
given, with a spring
concert in 1935 performed
in the garden of Mr. and
Mrz. Herbert Sieck.

For 10 seasons beginning
in the spring of 1936 the
ensemble, then known by
itz present name, was con-
ducted by Madi Bacon, a
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music teacher, founder and
director of the Elizabeth
Madrigal Singers in
Chicago. For several years
the spring concert contin-
ued to be given in the
Siecks' garden.

The connection with the
Sieck family continues to
this day. John Darrow of
Evanston, who has sung
tenor in the choral ociety
for 16 years, counts Flo-
ronee Sieck as his greal
aunt, Also in the choir i=
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Mpyra Sieck. "She is a
cousin by marriage,” he

explained, “so the family is
still well-represented.”

The long-time member 1s
particularly delighted with
the work Julia Davids is
doing with the ensemble.
“She is a singer herself,” he
said, “and she has done so
much to improve our
sound. Plus she has experi-
ence working with groups
and budgets, so it is easy
for the board to worlk with
her.

Community music

“The chorus is a great
community resource,” he
continued. “We have
accomplished singers and
those who are new to
group singing”

And everything else in
between. For example, Karl
Kroger and his wife Marie
of Gurnee have been
singing bass and alto
respectively in the chorus
sinee the fall of 2000, “We
sang in the Boulder Chorale

Inge Kistler, {left), who decumented North Shore Choral's history from
1936-1995, shares a copy with Music Director Dr. Julia Davids. | Photo by

Lenore Dupuis

when we lived in Colorado,”
Kar| explained. “and when
we moved her we looked for
a chorus to join.”

They read in the Gurnee
Review about a program by
the North Shore Choral
Society in May of 2000.
“They were doing a Haydn
Mass at St. Lukes in
Evanston and we went,” he
continued, “We were very
impressed.” They audi-
tioned in the fall and have
been singing with the
chorus ever since,

“] think evervone will
find something to like
about this anniversary
concert,” Karl said, to
which Marie added, “1
think they will find many
things to like."

Davids summed her
feeling about the concert
by quoting a line from
Tucker's “A Reason for
Singing,” which reads
“Since singing is so good a
thing, I wish all men could
learn to sing.”
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